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Telephone:  651-423-8229; FAX:  651-423-8781 


ISD 917 BOARD NOTES 
March 5, 2019 


Regular Board Meeting 


917 Teacher and Employee Of the Winter Quarter 
 


Congratulations to Becky Hague — 917 Teacher of the Winter Quarter! 
Becky is an extremely hard working teacher. She teaches the young ele-
mentary students in our Sun Plus program.  Becky faces many challenges 
with students who are very dysregulated and with a very short attention 
span.  Becky has created an amazing hands on program in which the stu-
dents can learn and gain success that is totally tailored to their individual 
needs. She is able to transition learning activities every 10-15 minutes 
while maintaining an extremely high level of structure, consistency and 
support. Becky is implementing the Nurtured Heart Approach with her 
class and it is very successful.  She has trained her staff to implement 
Nurtured Heart, meet the needs of the students, look for and create suc-
cess and work as a cohesive team.  Overall Becky is an amazing teacher 
who has a heart for her students!  


 


Congratulations to Denise Horvath — 917 
Employee of the Winter  


Denise is a n administrative assistant in the TESA Program at 
DCTC.  Denise is devoted, reliable, patient, helpful and pas-
sionate about working for the students we serve. Denise is 
able to remember facts and details about everyone of the 
students, as well as procedures, dates, contacts and anything 
else that is needed.  Denise does not ask for a lot of credit, but 
she deserves a lot.  She sets a great example for everyone 
because of her hardwork and team work.  She is truly appreci-
ated. 
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PERSONNEL 
New Hires:  Jacob Edlund, Benefits Spe-
cialist, effective February 11, 2019.  
Michelle Huberty, Classroom Assistant, 
effective February 25, 2019.  Makayla 
Keith, Classroom Assistant, effective Feb-
ruary 28, 2019.  Jessica Mathison, Class-
room Assistant, effective March 4, 2019.  
Phillip Tarmann, Mental Health Profes-
sional, effective February 19, 2019.   
Change in Status:  Michael Burgio, Special 
Education Teacher, intermittent leave 
request effective February 14, 2019, 
through approximately Feb 20, 2020.  
Lance Demuth, Classroom Assistant, 
leave request effective March 19, 2019, 
with an expected return to work date of 
April 17, 2019.  Ashley Platz, Program As-
sistant, leave request effective on or 
about February 18, 2019, with an ex-
pected return date of April 15, 2019.  Ann 
Wengeler, intermittent leave request 
effective November 26, 2018, through 
approximately November 26, 2019.   Res-
ignations and Terminations:  Patricia 
Arneson, Licensed Independent Clinical 
Social Worker, effective June 30, 2019.  
Lisa Brandon, Special Education Teacher, 
effective March 13, 2019.  Lindsey 
Hartjes, Dean, effective June 30, 2019.  
Madeline Laux, Occupational Therapist, 
effective June 7, 2019.  Dominique Parks, 
Classroom Assistant, effective May 8, 
2019.  Ashley Pietsch, Program Assistant, 
effective February 11, 2019.  BreAnne 
Wokson, Administrative Assistant II, 
effective February 15, 2019.  Retire-
ments:  Tracy Birttnen, Special Ed Teach-
er, effective June 7, 2019.  Brenda Sather, 
Special Ed Teacher, effective June 7, 
2019. 


April 2, 2019 - 5:00 PM - 
Regular School Board 
Meeting, 917 Board 
Room, DCTC 
April 16, 2019 - 4:30 PM, 
Special Board Meeting, 917 Board Room 
May 7, 2019 - 5:00 PM, School Board 
Meeting, 917 Board Room, DCTC 
May 9, 2019 - 3:45 PM, 917 Staff Recog-
nition, DCTC Dakota Room 
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 The 40 & 8 Club, also known as La Societe des Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux, made a 
$2500 donation to the TESA Program to be used for the Spring Formal.  For over 30 plus 
years, the 40 & 8 Club has been donating to the ISD 917 TESA Program for special program-
ming events.  The 40 & 8 have a tradition of promoting the wellbeing of veterans, widows 
and their children, and actively participate in selected charitable endeavors including pro-
grams that promote child welfare; ISD 917 TESA Program has been honored by them once 
again this year. 


 
 Marta Nelson’s Math classes at The Youth Transition Program in 


Burnsville, celebrated the 100th day of school by participating 
100 day activities including: Design your own 100 piece master-
piece,  counting 100 animals in the zoo, and making a 100 piece 
fruit loop necklace. 


 
 


 Concord Education Center hosted its first annual Valentine’s Family Dance on Friday, Febru-
ary 15. Students and their families got to enjoy dancing, cookie decorating, face painting, 
and a photo booth. Students decorated Concord during the week with Valentine’s hearts of 
who they loved and families got to add to it when they arrived. We had half of our parents 
turnout for the event! 
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 The staff and students at Lebanon Education Center held their second annual Talent Show!  
There were fifteen different acts that included solo vocals (Raven, Sammy, Macayla, Emma, 
Ranay, and Montaevous), dancing (Karissa Martin and Team, Trainer’s Group, Ben, Alex’s 
Group, and Leah), magic (Jalen and Di’Angelo) and reading of original poetry (Connor P).  
Richelle Gernes acted as M.C. The show wrapped up with everyone doing the Cupid Shuffle.   


 
 The first session of Cedar Clubs were a success!  Students were excited to share with par-


ents and visitors what they have been learning.  Students in cooking group learned how to 
make cream cheese wontons. They were delicious. They created a small cookbook filled 
with ideas of healthy treats that they can make at home. This week students met an extra 
session so they could prepare a variety of snacks to show off their newly acquired skills. The 
snacks were  shared with parents and visitors on Friday, Feb 22nd. Students in the stop mo-
tion course worked hard to assemble and film their characters in many different positions 
while taking hundreds of pictures.  Students showed their final products to staff, students, 
and parents.  


 
 On Valentine’s Day the SUN plus elementary celebrated by making a breakfast complete 


with eggs, bacon, and heart-shaped pancakes. The students even did all the dishes after 
filling their stomachs with the delicious breakfast. Everyone had a fun morning celebrating 
friendship!  
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 Alliance Education Center (AEC) high school students (juniors and 
seniors) are participating in a 10 week “Street Law” opportunity. Stu-
dents from Hamline-Mitchell Law School are coming in for a weekly 
session every Friday morning. Students are gaining a better knowledge 
about their rights, the law, and their responses. Students have reported 
that they really enjoy the class and are participating fully by asking 


questions, talking about experiences, and forming relationships with one another over 
shared experiences.  


 
 
 
 We had our 8th annual “Candy Gram” fundraiser within Alli-


ance Education Center. Students and staff bought Blow Pop 
suckers to send as a sign of friendship to co-workers or fellow 
students. Notes from the friend the candy gram was going to, 
were completed by our transition students in Room 114 and 
delivered on Valentine’s Day. We sold over 400 total, raising 
$150 towards our student activities fund! The money is typical-
ly used for an annual all school field trip during the school 
year.  


 
 
 
 The Social Work team is excited to start expanding our work with the Sexuality for All Abili-


ties curriculum. Katie Thune, curriculum developer, provided us this explanation of the cur-
riculum “Sexuality for all Abilities is curriculum developed for and used by special education 
teachers to provide sexuality education to students primarily with cognitive delays, rigid 
thinking patterns, impulse control issues, developmental delays and processing issues but 
can be used for students of all abilities. This curriculum was created using universal design 
principles. This curriculum breaks down the heart of what is most important for all students 
to understand about healthy relationships and sexuality. This curriculum uses a variety of 
learning tools such as videos, brainstorming and discussion, role playing, and written work. 
Sexuality for all Abilities targets areas of transition that can be used to support student IEP 
goals such as teaching self advocacy, personal safety, healthy relationships and public and 
private behaviors.”  Right now the curriculum is being used at AEC and CEC. Work with this 
curriculum will be expanding to LEC, TESA, and Cedar SUN in the coming year. We are excit-
ed to continue our work with Katie Thune on this project; bringing this important educa-
tional opportunity to all of our students in our federal IV programs.  
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  Chef Patty and Dale Engman had an ISD917 table the Dakota Country Career Fair in Hastings on February 
28th. Many students and staff from Dakota Country stopped in and inquired about our programs here at 
ISD917. In addition, Chef and Dale were able to connect with many colleges and businesses in the area. 
Lastly, Scott and Mike from Lab Midwest had a booth highlighting the Industry Internet of Things (IIOT) 
equipment being utilized in Dale's Networking classes. Many students were able to try that equipment 
and learn about the exciting new curriculum ISD 917 is able to offer.   


 On Friday, March 1st, Chef Patty LaBeauLead CTE Teacher and Eric Van Brocklin were able visit over 50 
students from Simley High School to discuss and promote our CTE course offerings for next school year.  
We had a great mixture of male and female students who had interests in all of our programs.  A big thank 
you to Megan Kimble, School Counselor at Simley for making this possible.   


 The students in Fundamental Chef Training are reviewing knife skills.  They have been 
practicing julienne, dice, and bias cuts with a variety of vegetables.  They will use the-
se vegetables to prepare soup, stir fry, and to practice their saute technique. 


 


 
 


 Congratulations to Kobe Schroeder, a Farmington resident and senior in the ISD 917 Program for 
Deaf/Hard of Hearing Learners at Lakeville North High School! Kobe started his education in our 
program as an infant, then attended the preschool, elementary school, middle school, and high 
school resource programs, utilizing cued English and American Sign Language as the languages 
of instruction. Kobe also played football at LNHS throughout his middle school and high school 
careers with an eye towards college football and has now achieved his goal! He was flown to 
Gallaudet University in late January where he was presented with his college uniform and shown 
his team locker. He’s being recruited to play Division III football for the internationally known 
university for students who are deaf, deafblind, or hard of hearing. 
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 Here are some photos of Fundamental Chef Training and Food Industry Careers preparing Beef Stroga-
noff!   Chef Patty Labeau 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 This is a photo of  John Willinbring from Installed Building Solutions. He was here all day demon-
strating insulation and giving the students information about the trades.  Paul Landwehr, Construction 
Trades instructor 
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 So much love to our students. A plea and an Amazon 


wish list sent out to amazing friends and family results 
in our DCALS food shelf being stocked through the rest 
of the school year.  


 


 


 


 


 Food Industry Careers and Fundamental Chef Training Annual Gingerbread Gallery was 
held February 14, 2019. Check out our top four winners! 


  


 
 
 
  


 
 
 
 
 
  


Page 9 


GOOD NEWS—DCALS 


3rd Place: Taylor Geisen 4th Place: Grace Jarba  


1st Place: Mackenzie Stephes  2nd Place:   Peter Blosberg  
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 John Borup, Teacher at DCALS North received a $2,700 grant from Education Minnesota.  
The funding will allow the campus to have a student led breakfast one day a week.  The 
goal is to put a good meal in student's bellies, practice life skills that involve food planning, 
preparing, cleaning, and coordinating.  As well, it is part of our ESSA inspired initiative to 
improve school culture and community. 


 On Wednesday, February 27th, Keith Kristiansen-Airline Mechanic for Delta Airlines, pro-


vided a rare behind the scenes tour for students from our DCALS main campus.  Keith was 


extremely generous by spending his own time after his work hours to show the students all 


the opportunities and complex skills needed within the airline industry.  He explained not 


only careers in mechanical fields, but all the options for students with HS diplomas and be-


yond.  What a great experience for our students.  Thanks to Keith!  
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 Resolution passed recognizing Paraprofessional Week—March 3-9, 2019 


 Motion passed approving to increase FY19 revenue and expenditure budgets in the general 
operating fund under fund 2 in the amount of $700 to reflect the $700 Field Trip Grant 


award . 


 Motion passed approving to increase FY 19 revenue and expenditure budgets in the gen-
eral operating fund under fund 1 in the amount of $20,000 to reflect the final FY19 Minne-


sota Career Pathway Continuous Improvement Project Grant award. 


 Motion passed approving the contract between ISD 271 and ISD 917 for the Transition 
Education Service Alternative (TESA) program in Bloomington with the addition of adding 


School Board approval in paragraph 7. 


 Motion passed approving the calendar changes (due to inclement weather closings), and 
add Friday, June 7, as a full student contact day rather than a half day teacher day, unless 


the legislature approves that three days do not need to be made up. 


 Motion passed approving new Policy 103, Complaints—Students, Employees, Par-
ents, Other Persons. 
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Reports and Motions 


Baby Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Haley Husom,  
Paraprofessional in the TESA Program, on  
the birth of her son Jett Daniel Noyola, born  
on February 21, 2019,  weighing 7.5 pounds,  
21 inches  and born at  11:12 pm.  All are  
doing well! 
 
 
Congratulations to Grandma Mary 
Calllister,  Special Ed Teacher at Lebanon, 
on the birth of her grandson Daniel Gage 
Peterson, born January 29,  2019, weigh-
ing 7 pounds 1 oz. and 20” long.  Parents 
are Kyle and Morgan Peterson. 
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 On Thursday, February 28th the Dakota County Perkins Consortium hosted its 5th 
Annual Career and College Fair at Hastings HS.  We had over 110 different vendors 
who represented Industry, Military, 2 and 4 year colleges, Union Training Centers, 
and local/state Governmental Agencies.  We had over 1200 students from our Dako-
ta County Perkins Consortium schools take part in the event.  A huge Thank You to 
Hastings HS, Mike Johnson Principal, the maintenance staff, and Jody Geib Career 
Counselor for making this event happen.  Also, thank you to Bob and Stephanie 
Meinke and Mark Zuzek for help in directing students and staff during the fair.  We 
look forward to keeping this going in 2020.   
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